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	Writing Center

	Avoiding Plagiarism

Avoiding Plagiarism



How do I avoid plagiarism?
	Make a Works Cited page that lists in alphabetical order all of the works that you intend to either quote from or paraphrase in your essay. This page may be called something else in other documentation formats; for example, APA calls the list of sources used in your paper References.  Follow the rules of your chosen format.
	If you quote (use the exact words) from Smith or a site, you have three choices for giving them credit:
According to Smith, “Use his exact words.”
—or—
 “Use his exact words” (Smith).
—or—
 “Use site’s exact words” (First Word of Title).

	If you paraphrase (express Smith’s or the site’s ideas in your own words) you also have three choices for giving them credit:
Smith suggested that I paraphrase his words.
—or—
 I Paraphrase his words (Smith).
—or—
 I Paraphrase site’s words (First Word of Title).
 If you provide a Works Cited page and mention your sources when you either quote or paraphrase the sources listed on the Works Cited page, then no one should accuse you of plagiarism.


Plagiarism Test
President John F. Kennedy’s 1961 inaugural address contained the following famous sentence: “Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.”
 Plagiarism is quoting someone’s words without giving credit. (When quoting someone’s words, place the exact words within quotation marks and name the source.)
Which of the following are plagiarism, and which is acceptable?
	Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country (Kennedy). [Plagiarism: student forgot the quotation marks.]
	“Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.” [Plagiarism: student forgot to mention the source.]
	“Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country” (Kennedy). [Perfect: student used exact words, quotation marks, and mentioned the source.]

Plagiarism is also stating someone’s ideas without giving credit. (When paraphrasing someone’s ideas, restate the ideas in one’s own words and mention the source.)
Resources
	Read the official IU plagiarism definition.
	View the IU Southeast overview of the code of student rights and responsibilities.
	Read some practice plagiarism situations.
	How to paraphrase and summarize.
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    Contact, Address and Additional Links

    
      
		
			Services

				Canvas
	One.IU
	Library
	AskIU


		

		
			Email

				About Email at IU
	Outlook Web Access


		

      

      
		
			For Prospective Students

				Request Information


		

		
			Find

				Directory
	A-Z List
	Schedule of Classes
	Map and Directions
	Academic Calendar
	Accreditation


		

      

      
		
			Resources

				IT Services
	Bookstore
	Diversity
	Non-Discrimination Notice
	University Police
	Required Disclosures
	Bad Weather Policy
	Emergency Information
	Accessible Educational Services


		

      

    

    
       Indiana University Southeast

      
      (812) 941-2333

      4201 Grant Line Rd.

      New Albany, IN 47150
      

		
				Facebook
	Flickr
	Instagram
	LinkedIn
	Snapchat
	Twitter
	YouTube


		

		View the website in Español
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